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2010 Gateway NRA Report on Fire Operations 

From September 8 to Sept 17 2010, over three hundred firefighters from throughout the NPS 

northeast Region, US Forest Service and the New York City Fire Department, battled the largest 

wildland fire in NYC since 1963.  The fire consumed nearly 200 acres, and forced hundreds to 

flee their homes in multi-day evacuations.  

Fire Prevention 

 

Fire prevention and inspection is a never ending job at Gateway.  With over six hundred structures to conduct 

inspections in, located in two states, it is a constant challenge to keep pace with. 

 

In the last two years nearly every life hazard has had upgraded fire detection and suppression equipment 

added.  The Sandy Hook park visitor center, located in a former US Lifesaving Service station built in 1893, is 

due to receive a full sprinkler system in the Fall of 2011.   

 

The hot work permit system was placed in service in the Summer of 2010 with great success. We are very 

proud of our special event tent inspection program which is managed by Fire Inspector Mark Miklebost.  In 

2010 over fifty tent inspections were conducted with many hazards and violations being corrected “on the 

spot”. Part of this program is the enforcement of the “call before you dig” program which ensures that no 

ground penetrations are done before water and electric utilities have been marked out for safety. 

 

One of our success stories for 2010, includes Inspector Miklebost stopping a tent crew from putting in tent 

stakes into a high voltage electric line, which was adjacent to a 250 pound propane cylinder. 

 

Fire prevention week is observed in October but conducted everyday in Gateway NRA. 

 

 
Clockwise from top left:  Santa Claus visits Coast Guard, T-Shirt logo, Motor Vehicle Accident on bayside, Ice rescue Training, 

New Smokey Sign,  FF’s Johnson & Krstevski at controlled burn with NJ Forest Fire Service at Monmouth battlefield 


